Allan Pinkerton

Allan Pinkerton: The First Private Eye,

by James Mackay. Bio/Pinkerton
This Scottish immigrant started the famous Pinkerton
Detective Agency in Chicago.

Walter Polovchak

Freedom'’s Child. Bio/Polovchak
The story of the boy who fought to stay in Chicago
after his parents returned to the Soviet Union.

George Pullman

Palace Car Prince, by Liston Leyendecker. Bio/Pullman
The life & business of the Chicago railroad sleeping
car entrepreneur.

Ronald Reagan

An American Life. Bio/Reagan
The autobiography of the boy from Tampico, Illinois,
who grew up to be President of the United States.

Mike Royko
The World of Mike Royko, by Doug Moe. Bio/Royko
The life & stories of the Chicago Tribune columnist.

Scott Simon

Home and Away. 796.32364 Sim
The award-winning NPR journalist describes what it
means to be a Chicago sports fan.

Adlai Stevenson

Adlai Stevenson and American Politics,

by Jeff Broadwater. 973.921 Bro
A clear & engaging biography of the Illinois governor
and presidential candidate.

Louis Sullivan
Louis Sullivan and the Chicago School, by Nancy
Frazier. 720.973 Sullivan
A beautifully illustrated look at the work of the
Chicago architect.

Waggoner Family

Ten Sisters. Bio/Waggoner Family
The heartrending story of ten sisters who were
abandoned by their parents in 1942 and became
wards of the state in Mattoon, Illinois.

Oprah Winfrey

Oprah Winfrey: The Real Story, by George Mair.
Bio/Winfrey
A breezy look at Chicago’s talk show icon.

Frank Lloyd Wright
Frank Lloyd Wright, by Robert Twombly. Bio/Wright
The life & work of the great Prairie School architect.
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Jane Addams

Twenty Years at Hull House. 361.92 Add
A first-hand account of Addams’ ground-breaking
social work at Hull House on Chicago’s West Side.

Louis Armstrong

Louis Armstrong: An Extravagant Life,

by Laurence Bergreen. Bio/Armstrong
A biography of the peerless trumpeter who recorded
many of his jazz masterpieces in Chicago.

Saul Bellow

Bellow: A Biography, by James Atlas. Bio/Bellow
The first definitive biography of the Nobel Prize-
winning Chicago author.

Joseph Bernardin
The Gift of Peace. Bio/Bernardin
Reflections from Chicago’s beloved Archbishop.

Rosemary Bray

Unafraid of the Dark. Bio/Bray
Memoir of an African-American woman who grew up
in Chicago’s slums and went on to become an editor
for the New York Times Book Review.

Jane Byrne
My Chicago. Bio/Byrne
The autobiography of Chicago’s first woman mayor.

Al Capone
Capone, by Laurence Bergreen. Bio/Capone
The life & times of the famous Chicago gangster.

Fern Schumer Chapman

Motherland: Beyond the Holocaust. 943.33 Cha
A Chicago area woman’s account of her journey to
her mother’s hometown in Germany after the war.

Hillary Clinton

Hillary’s Choice, by Gail Sheehy. Bio/Clinton
Engrossing look at the Park Ridge native who
became First Lady and Senator from New York.

Nat King Cole

Nat King Cole, by Daniel Epstein. Bio/Cole
The Chicago singer who became the voice of a
generation.



Richard J. Daley
American Pharaoh, by Adam Cohen Bio/Daley
An account of the Chicago mayor & his machine.

Clarence Darrow

Clarence Darrow: For the Defense,

by Irving Stone. 340.0924 Sto
The Chicago lawyer's famous clients included
Eugene Debs, John Scopes and Leopold & Loeb.

Walt Disney
The Magic Kingdom, by Steven Watts. Bio/Disney
The Chicago-born animator’s impact on American
popular culture.

Mike Ditka

Ditka. Bio/Ditka
Autobiography of the coach who led the Chicago
Bears to the Super Bowl.

John Drummond

Thirty Years in the Trenches. 364.106 Dru
The anchorman’s account of his early years covering
Chicago’s crooks and capers.

Gina Gallow

Armed and Dangerous: Memoirs of a Chicago
Policewoman. 363.2 Gal
A look at life on the beat on Chicago’s roughest
streets and the disadvantages and advantages of
being a woman in a “man’s job.”

Barry Gifford

The Phantom Father. Bio/Gifford
A man tries to understand the father he never knew,
a shady liquor store owner who was well known in
Chicago during the 1930s, '40s and '50s.

Benny Goodman

Benny Goodman & the Swing Era, by lames
Lincoln Collier. Bio/Goodman
The great clarinetist and band leader grew up on
Chicago’s Maxwell Street.

Ulysses S. Grant

Grant, by Jean Edward Smith. Bio/Grant
A biography of the Civil War general who began the
war as a colonel in the 21° Illinois Volunteers.

Heath Family

Bittersweet: The Story of the Heath Candy
Company, by Richard Heath. 338.76641 Hea
The Robinson, Illinois, company founded by L.S.
Heath that produces the popular Heath Bar.

Ben Hecht

A Child of the Century. Bio/Hecht
The entertaining and unconventional autobiography
of the Chicago Renaissance author.

Ernest Hemingway

Hemingway: A Life without Consequences,

by James Mellow. Bio/Hemingway
The life of the Oak Park native who became one of
the greatest writers of the 20" century.

Charlton Heston

In the Arena. Bio/Heston
The actor and activist grew up poor in tony Wilmette
and earned a drama scholarship to Northwestern.

Michael Jordan

Playing for Keeps, by David Halberstam. Bio/Jordan
An attempt to understand the phenomenon of the
Chicago Bulls legend.

Irv Kupcinet

Kup: A Man, an Era, a City. Bio/Kupcinet
Personal recollections of celebrated Chicagoans and
events by the legendary Sun-Times columnist.

Sieur de la Salle

La Salle, by Anka Muhlstein. Bio/La Salle

A vivid account of the life and explorations of the
founder of Illinois’ first European settlement.

Leonard Family
The Soup Has Many Eyes. Bio/Leonard
A family’s journey from a Ukrainian shtetl to Chicago.

Abraham Lincoln

Lincoln, by David H. Donald. Bio/Lincoln
The life of Illinois’ most famous citizen from an
esteemed Lincoln scholar.

Elijah Lovejoy

Freedom’s Champion, by Paul Simon. 977.386 Sim
The former Illinois senator examines the life of the
abolitionist who was murdered by a mob in Alton, Iil.

Lee Martin

From Our House. Bio/Martin
Memoir of life on a southern Illinois farm by a man
whose father became violent and bitter after losing his
hands in a farming accident.

Jim May
The Farm on Nippersink Creek. 977.322 May
Folksy tales about growing up in rural Illinois.

Robert McCormick

The Colonel, by Richard Smith. Bio/McCormick
The man who built the Chicago Tribune into one of
the nation’s most important newspapers.

Walter Payton

Never Die Easy. Bio/Payton
Reminiscences by and about the late great Chicago
Bears running back.
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